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Lecture:
Bamboo forests of chimney smoke and lakes
of wastewater: nature in Chinese workers’poetry

Materials for the reading session
Federico Picerni

The poems below are examples of how gongnongbing 1. 4% £t poetry

from the 1950s—1970s approached themes of nature and the environment.

They are extracted from a precious Italian-language anthology edited by
Anna Bujatti. Her impressive translation record includes, to mention just
poetry, works by Qu Yuan, Bai Juyi, Li Qingzhao, Guo Moruo and Ai
Qing. This short note is meant as an acknowledgment of the important
legacy left by European scholars and translators during the last century,
thanks to him we have anthologies and archives of genres that are
sometimes hard to find or navigate even in China today.
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The following poems are extracted from the landmark anthology of
contemporary workers’ poetry from the PRC, Wo de shipian 311 s,
edited by Qin Xiaoyu. A partial English translation exists, [ron Moon,
done by Eleanor Goodman, who has also written essays on translating
workers’ poetry. Iron Moon also includes a translated version of the
following poems.
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