	
	
	



The Power of Language: 
Correcting Names in Chinese Thought and Society Past and Present
 
Interdisciplinary symposium organized by the Chiang Ching-kuo International Sinological Centre at Charles University in Prague dedicated to the topic of “correcting names” (zheng ming 正名) and its multiple repercussions throughout Chinese thought and society from antiquity to the present day.  
 
November 18–19, 2022, Prague, Voršilská 1, Czech Republic

	Day 1
	
	

	9:00 – 9:30
	Opening remarks by Olga Lomova
	

	
	
	

	9:30 - 10:30 
	Keynote: Carine Defoort
University of Leuven, BE
	Unfreezing and Untangling the Modern Notion of Zhengming 正名: From Kang Youwei to Hu Shi

	
	
	

	10:30 – 10:45
	coffee break
	

	
	
	

	10:45 - 13:00
	Panel 1 – Early China
	Chair: David Machek
University of Bern, CH

	
	Federico Brusadelli
University of Naples “L’Orientale”, IT
	Building Sovereignty Through Names: The Concept of Ming 名 in the Han Feizi 韩非子

	
	Kateřina Gajdošová
Charles University, CZ
	Creating and managing the world through names: ming 名 between Daoism and Legalism

	
	Ivana Buljan
University of Zagreb, HR
	From grasping to shaping reality: Ming/shi in the Statecraft chapters of the Chunqiu fanlu

	
	
	

	13:00 - 14:00
	Lunch + coffee
	

	
	
	

	14:00 – 15:30
	Panel 2 – Comparative perspective
	Chair: Téa Sernelj
University of Ljubljana, SI

	
	Dawid Rogacz
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, PL
	Rectification qua operation: operational definitions as a logical basis for the program of zheng ming

	
	David Machek
University of Bern, CH
	Correct Naming in Chinese and Greco-Roman Tradition: the big picture

	
	
	

	15:30 – 15:45
	coffee break
	

	
	
	

	15:45 – 17:15
	Panel 3 – Medieval thought and neo-Confucianism
	Chair:  Federico Brusadelli
University of Naples “L’Orientale”, IT

	
	Dušan Vávra
Masaryk University, Brno, CZ
	Correct naming in early medieval China

	
	Ming Tak Ted Hui
University of Oxford, GB
	Wang Anshi and his “Rectification of Names”: 
How the Concept was Used and Understood in the Song Dynasty?

	
	
	

	18:30
	dinner (Restaurant Dynamo)
	

	
	
	

	Day 2
	
	

	9:30 - 10:30
	Keynote II: 
	Chair: Loreta Poskaite Vilnius University, LT

	
	Jana Rošker
University of Ljubljana, SI
	Ming 名 and shi 实 as Concepts and Objects: A comparative approach to Gongsun Long and Adorno

	
	
	

	10:30 – 10:45
	coffee break
	

	
	
	

	10:45 – 12:15
	Panel 4 – Modern and contemporary philosophy
	Chair: Kateřina Gajdošová
Charles University, CZ

	
	Jan Vrhovski
University of Ljubljana, SI
	Correcting the Logic of Names: Zhengming in the Analytic Modernisation of Chinese Academic Philosophy, 1920s-1940s

	
	Margus Ott
Tallinn University, EE
	Contextualization, decontextualization, interpenetration: 
dimensions of language through zhèngmíng 正名, xíngmíng 刑名, and wúmíng 無名.

	
	
	

	12:15 – 12:30
	coffee break

	

	
	
	

	12:30 – 13:15
	Panel 5 – Contemporary Politics
	Chair: Olga Lomová
Charles University, CZ

	
	Ralph Weber
University of Basel, CH
	The Politics of Naming Reality: From Confucius to Xi Jinping

	13:15 – 13:45
	Wrap-up Round Table
	

	
	
	

	14:00
	lunch
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Day 1    

9:00  –   9:30  Opening remarks by Olga  Lomova   

   

9: 3 0  -   10:30   Keynote: Carine Defoort   University of Leuven, BE  Unfreezing and Untangling  the Modern Notion of  Zhengming   正名 : From  Kang Youwei to Hu Shi  

   

10:30  –   1 0:45  coffee break   

   

1 0 : 45   -   1 3 : 0 0  Panel 1  –   Early China  Chair:   David Machek   University of Bern, CH  

 Federico Brusadelli   University of Naples  “L’Orientale”, IT  Building Sovereignty  Through Names: The  Concept of Ming  名   in the  Han Feizi  ?非子  

 Kateřina Gajdošová   Charles University, CZ  Creating and  managing the  world through names :  ming   名   between Daoism  and Legalism  

 Ivana Buljan   University of Zagreb, HR  From grasping to shaping  reality: Ming/shi in the  Statecraft chapters of the  Chunqiu fanlu  

   

1 3 : 0 0   -   14:00  L unch   + coffee   

   

14:00  –   15:30  Panel 2  –   Comparative  perspective  Chair:   Téa Sernelj   University of Ljubljana, SI  

