Yun-han Chu

Yun-han Chu is a Distinguished Research Fellow of the Institute of Political Science at Academia Sinica and a Professor of Political Science at National Taiwan University. He serves concurrently President of the Chiang Ching-Kuo Foundation for International Scholarly Exchange. Professor Chu received his Ph. D. in political science from the University of Minnesota. He is a world-renowned scholar of democratization and East Asian political economy and a pioneer in developing theories and methods for studying the consolidation of young democracies through survey research. He was elected Academician by Academia Sinica in 2012, the highest academic honor in the Republic of China. He was awarded the Outstanding Achievement Award by the Univerisy of Minnesota in 2014, the highest honor the University of Minnesota bestows upon its alumni. He is the founder and the director of Asian Barometer Survey, the first and foremost large-scale comparative survey on political values, citizen politics, regime legitimacy and quality of governance across Asia. The ABS covers 19 Asian countries and more than 50% of the world population. Prof. Chu is also a co-founder and Vice Chair of Global Barometers Surveys (GBS) which includes the Arab Barometer, Afrobarometer, Latinobarometro, Eurasia Barometery and Arab Barometer and covers a total of 85 countries. The GBS has been recognized by the World Bank, UNDP, EU and other important international organizations for its original and authoritative indicators for assessing the popular support for democracy and quality of governance of emerging democracies and transitional societies around the world.
















Title: How East Asian View a Rising China

Abstract

[bookmark: _GoBack]The fact that Taiwan is exercising significant soft power over the mainland has so far not been duly recognized, documented and appreciated. Taiwan actually possesses enormous potential in shaping mainland China’s future. Also, by so doing, the island is equally able to steer the future course of cross-Strait relation despite of the growing asymmetry in the distribution of hard power across the Strait. Inherited cultural and linguistic unity, acceleration of economic integration, growing cross-Strait social network and the expansion of shared culture space make Taiwan-based political, economic and social actors powerful agents of change.

